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Similar comtromcations, more strongly worded,
have also been received by me. It might clear the atmos-
phere a little if I answer the charges. My conscience is
quite clear. I claim that in no other State movement have
I taken so much interest as in the Travancore movement,
for the simple reason that I was pressed to do so by Shri
G. Ramachandran who belongs to the Sabarmati Ashrama
and in whose -wisdom, courage, sincerity and non-viol-
ence I have very great faith. He threw himself into the
struggle after receiving my consent. He had told me that
there were all sections interested in the struggle. It "was
at his instance that I requested Shrixnati Rajkumari Anxdt
Kaur to go to Travancore and do what was possible by
way of negotiation.

I have been against the mixing up of the struggle for
responsible government with the charges against the
Dewan. But I have been equally insistent that the leaders
need not withdraw them unless they realized the sound-
ness of my advice, for they had to bear the brunt of public
opposition, if there was any. They could not do so,
unless they could speak with conviction. I told them,
too, that they -would be justified in prosecuting the char-
ges, if they made the dismissal the only issue, as they "well
might. But if they insisted on responsible government,
there was no meaning in proceeding with the charges.
It would divide the country^ attention, and, in the event
of prosecution, their time and resources would be em-
ployed in proving the charges. Whereas, if they got res-
ponsible government, "which they -were bound to, if they
were united and strong in their faith in non-violence and
truth, they would have control over all the Dewans, pre-
sent and future. The charges have been withdrawn,
therefore, only because the leaders, as I see from the
acting President's statement just received by me, were
fully convinced of the advisability of withdrawing the
charges.

The comparison with Rajkot is ignorant. I never
guided the movement there. Thexe was no occasion
for my guidance. The Sardar was in no need of it. If
he needed it, it was always at his disposal. There was